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sldsshow2017@gmail.com 

 

21st April 2016 

 

Dear Parent or Guardian, 

 

RE: SOUTH LONDON DANCE STUDIOS DANCE SHOW 2017 
 

You are probably aware by now that our next full scale school show will take place in April 2017 at the Langley Park Centre for 

Performing Arts, Langley Park Boys School, Beckenham (www.lpbs.org.uk).  We are very excited to announce that Act I of the 

show will include the premier of a new children’s ballet based on ‘Coraline’ (book by Neil Gaiman) directed by Miss Zoe, composed 

by Mr Rush and choreographed by Miss Vikki.  Act II will be various tap, modern, song & dance, National, contemporary and 

commercial/street numbers choreographed by the SLDS team. 

 

To take part in the show you will need to return the reply form at the end of this letter along with payment by Sunday 26th June in 

order to secure your child’s place.  We realise this seems early given that the performances will take place in April next year, but 

teachers will be casting, planning dances and organising costumes over the summer break.  

 

We have previously stated that all children in Preparatory dance & tap and levels above in January 2017 will be invited to take part.  

As we are as yet unsure of which of our current Nursery 2 dance children will have moved up to Preparatory by January, to simplify 

matters, we are inviting all children to take part who are currently in Nursery 2 dance and levels above.  We anticipate that many of 

our Nursery 2 dance children are likely to be in Preparatory by the time of the show, but if they remain in Nursery 2 dance, they 

WILL still be permitted to take part, dancing with the Preparatory group of children in Act I (the ballet) only. 

 

 

Rehearsal & show dates  

 

Rehearsals will be on Sunday’s and therefore on the whole will not affect normal classes, with the exception of our street / 

commercial and Junior ‘Funky Moves’ classes which will rehearse both during their normal lessons AND on Sunday’s.  Therefore, 

if your child is in any of these classes, please ensure that he / she does not miss any of their normal weekday lessons.  And if your 

child does have to miss a normal lesson in this genre due to illness, then you will need to ensure he / she catches up from a friend 

before the lesson the following week.   

 

The relevant dates for everyone involved in the show are as follows: 

 

Sun 11th Dec - show meeting for parents and to get children into groups and measured – time TBC 

Sun 8th Jan - 1st rehearsals at SLDS* 

Sun 15th Jan - 2nd rehearsals at SLDS* 

Sun 22nd Jan - 3rd rehearsals at SLDS* 

Sun 29th Jan - 4th rehearsals at SLDS* 

Sun 5th Feb - 5th rehearsals at SLDS* 

Sun 12th Feb - 6th rehearsals at SLDS* 

Sun 26th Feb - 7th rehearsals at SLDS* 

Sun 5th March - ballet rehearsal at SLDS (children not in the ballet will not be required on this date) ** 

Sun 12th March - 8th rehearsals at SLDS* 

Sun 19th March - 9th rehearsals at SLDS* 

Sun 26th March (n.b. don’t forget the clocks go forwards on this date) - costume check and first full run through at SLDS *** 

Sun 2nd April - 10th rehearsals at SLDS* 

Tues 4th April - second full run through at SLDS *** 

Thurs 6th - Sat 8th April - at the theatre (with performances on Sat 8th April at 2pm and 7pm) *** NOTE – THE DATES WE WILL BE 

IN THE THEATRE HAVE BEEN AMENDED FROM PREVIOUS INFORMATION TO REDUCE COSTS 
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* Rehearsal times for the ten Sundays will be arranged and emailed to you before the end of this year.  There will be a separate 

rehearsal session every Sunday per genre of dance your child learns with us.  Due to the number of students likely to take part and 

the vast number of rehearsals taking place each Sunday, unfortunately we will not be able to work around any requests regarding 

rehearsal timings i.e. your child will need to be available to rehearse all day and evening on each date until you receive the 

Sunday rehearsals schedule.   

 

** Children performing in the ballet will need to be free all day and evening on Sunday 5th March until the schedule for that date 

is released in February.   

 

*** All children participating in the show will need to ensure they are available all day and evening on Sunday 26th March and 

Tuesday 4th April until the schedules for those two dates are released in February.  Also, children must be available all day and 

evening for the three days we are in the theatre. 

 

Please note: 

• There are no rehearsals on Sunday 19th February – this is the only Sunday ‘off’ (so make the most of it!) 

• The show happens at the very start of the school Easter holiday’s so if your child would like to participate (believe me, if 

they don’t, you’ll regret it!) then do make sure you don’t book a holiday that week. 

• Children in Preparatory dance & tap and Pre-Primary ballet dances only will not be required to stay until the end of each 

evening rehearsal and show as they will only be performing in Act I.  However, Junior ‘Funky Moves’ boys will be dancing in 

Act II and will therefore need to stay until the end of each evening rehearsal and show, as will all children in Pre-Primary 

tap, Primary ballet, Primary modern and all levels above.  No exceptions will be made for parents requesting to take 

their child home early; we realise it will be a challenging and tiring schedule for the children, but we also know that it 

works because they a have such an enjoyable time in the theatre, plus the next week will be off school for Easter break. 

 

Absences and punctuality: 

It is extremely important that your child is not late for and does not miss any rehearsals as it is very difficult to rehearse dances with 

children missing, so lateness and absences slow down the entire group’s progress.  If your child has to miss a lesson due to illness or 

emergency you must contact the office immediately.  A catch up private lesson at the rate of £25.00 per hour may need to be 

arranged at the teacher’s convenience.  If your child is injured or just ‘under the weather’, he / she must attend the rehearsal to 

watch or ‘walk through’ the steps.  If more than one day of rehearsals is missed, we may take the decision to withdraw your child 

from the show without refund (including any costs you have paid for costumes and / or SLDS sweater). It is vital that no rehearsals 

on and following Sunday 26th March onwards are missed, and for health & safety / the theatre’s insurance purposes everyone must 

attend all rehearsals at the theatre in order to be permitted to go on stage for the performances. 

 

If you know you have any issues with any of the dates but your child wants to participate in the show, then please contact us 

immediately using our show email address as we might be able to make special arrangements - sldsshow2017@gmail.com 

 

 

Costs involved  

 

Unfortunately, hire of the theatre is extremely expensive, and we also have to cover staff time for rehearsals plus all other 

unavoidable associated costs.  Hoping we will cover all of our expenses but making no profit; assuming approximately 150 children 

take part, we need to charge £160.00 per child participating.  This fee will cover all rehearsals and the time in the theatre.  We have 

tried our best to keep the cost to take part to a minimum so that as many children as possible can be involved.  However, if you are 

unable to meet this cost or need to discuss an extended payment plan, please contact Carla immediately. 

 

You can make payment in cash put through the office door, by cheque payable to South London Dance Studios, or BACS to: 

Sort code: 08-92-50  

Account number: 70350560 

Please ensure your BACS payment reference states ‘SHOW – child’s name’ and please do not include any other payment to us along 

with it (EXCEPT payment for an SLDS sweater). 

 

We must receive the reply form on page 4 for each child participating so please enclose this with your cash / cheque, and if you 

pay by BACS, remember to drop the reply form through the office letterbox. 

 

Please be aware that the entry fee does NOT include costumes or shoes.  Costumes will be invoiced to you in early 2017 and will 

need to be paid in full by the end of February; the cost for the costume for EACH number will range from nothing to £70.00 

depending on the number(s) in which your child is involved.  We always endeavour to keep costume costs to a minimum but 

without compromising quality.  You will be responsible for providing the required footwear for each dance in which your child is 

involved, and also providing equipment for styling hair and basic make-up items (mascara and lip brush). 
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In addition to above, all performers will need an SLDS sweater for the show’s finale.  We are aware that many children already have 

a sweater but if your child does not, you will need to order one when you enter your child into the show.  SLDS sweaters are £20.00 

for child sizes and £27.00 for adult sizes.  SLDS sweaters can also be worn to show rehearsals and to warm up at the start of normal 

classes, they will be delivered in November and will be given out in class.  On the attached show reply form, you will need to note 

your child’s sweater size; in order to do this, we suggest your child first tries on someone else’s sweater for sizing. Please do not 

order a sweater one size (or even two!) sizes up in anticipation of a massive growth spurt before the show as we have found this not 

to be necessary in the past and only results in unhappy children looking swamped by their sweater. 

 

If for any reason, you decide to withdraw your child from the show, unfortunately we will not be able to offer a refund including 

any costs you have already paid for costumes and / or SLDS sweater. 

 

 

Adult helpers 

 

The show cannot take place without support of parents / guardians so we thank you in advance for your help.  We will be putting 

together a schedule of parent / guardian helpers.  Please note that we will need at least one adult helper to do TWO sessions of 

chaperoning in dressing rooms PER CHILD PARTICIPATING, and by returning the reply form you are agreeing to do so.   

 

Please note: 

• there are three sessions of chaperoning per day – morning, afternoon and evening; exact session times will be detailed 

nearer time of the show 

• it will not be possible for you to chaperone your own child’s dressing room group 

• you cannot chaperone and watch the show at the same time 

• if you have two or more children performing in the show, you will need to help in FOUR of the sessions listed. 

 

Additionally, we will need adult helpers backstage and for front of house, plus volunteers in other capacities such as stage 

management, publicity, ticket sales, general organisation, programme design, costumes, props etc, so if you have any of these skills 

and are willing to help, please note on your reply form. 

 

 

Another way in which we need your help 

 

We expect to have over 150 children taking part in the show so it is crucially important that all parents / guardians manage to keep 

on top of all of the information we will be emailing, and that you can cooperate with our requests in the given time period, 

otherwise it will be totally chaotic and impossible to organise.  Thank you for your time and effort with this. 

 

 

Singing auditions 

 

If your child would like to audition for a singing part in the show, please email sldsshow2017@gmail.com by 10th June to arrange an 

audition time on Sunday 3rd July.  Your child would need to prepare an acapella musical theatre song of their choice. 

 

 

Tickets 

 

Tickets will be on sale from February.  Remember that before you can decide which of the performances you would like to watch, 

we will need to have informed you of the helpers schedules so please do not book tickets until you are aware when you will be 

needed.  Unfortunately, no children under the age of 2 years will be allowed to watch. 

 

 

Finally 

 

We do hope many of our students will want to join us in this exciting venture as it's a brilliant and fun experience that the children 

involved talk about for years.  Taking part in our show is a very big commitment both time wise and financially, but without doubt, it 

is worth the hard work, especially as we only do full-scale shows every three to four years.  If you have any questions, please use our 

show email address – sldsshow2017@gmail.com.  

Thank you in advance for your support and commitment to this exciting project.  

Miss Zoe & team 

 

If you would like your child to participate, please complete the reply form on the next page IN FULL and post through the office 

door on or before 26th June with payment, or after you have made your BACS payment . . . 
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REPLY FORM FOR SOUTH LONDON DANCE STUDIOS SHOW 2017 
 

I would like my child to be involved in the SLDS show 2017 and payment of £160.00 is made by: 

 

Cash (enc)  /  Cheque (enc and payable to South London Dance studios)  /  BACS (details in the letter) (delete as appropriate) 

 

If BACS, please state date of BACS payment ............./............/ 2016 and total amount £……………………………………… 

 

Child’s name: …………………………………………………………   Child’s height in CM’s (measure accurately in bare feet): …........................... 

 

I confirm that my child will attend all rehearsals (including those that take place in normal dance lessons) and performances 

unless illness or emergency prevents them from doing so.  In which case, I will inform the office immediately so that 

arrangements can be made for my child to catch up on what they missed. 

 

I agree to pay for all my child’s costumes (within the specified price range), provide the necessary footwear for his / her dances 

and the required equipment for hair styling and make-up. 

 

I do / do not give consent for my child to leave the theatre unaccompanied at the end of each rehearsal / performance day 

(delete as appropriate). 

 

I agree to help by chaperoning a group of children for at least TWO sessions during the time in the theatre (please tick ALL of the 

sessions at which you are able to chaperone and then we will allocate TWO sessions to you and confirm exact timings) 

If your child is likely to be in Preparatory dance & tap dance or the Pre-Primary ballet dance only, then you should NOT volunteer for 

the evening rehearsals on 6
th

 and 7
th

 April because it is likely you will be able to take your child home earlier than the children you 

will be chaperoning. 

Please note that when you are chaperoning, you cannot watch the show. 

 

 Thursday 6
th

 April AM (rehearsal)        Thursday 6
th

 April afternoon (rehearsal)        Thursday 6
th

 April evening (rehearsal)        

 

 Friday 7
th

 April AM (rehearsal)             Friday 7
th

 April afternoon (rehearsal)              Friday 7
th

 April evening (rehearsal)             

  

 Saturday 8
th

 April AM (rehearsal)        Saturday 8
th

 April afternoon (performance)   Saturday 8
th

 April evening (performance)

   

If you are willing to do MORE than the required TWO sessions per child (A HUGE THANK YOU!) and please give more information: 

 

…………………………………………….........................................…………………………………………………………………......................................................... 

 

Do you have a DBS (police check)?  Yes / No (please circle) – if yes, please give date of most recent check ……………........................ 

 

ADDITIONALLY, I would like to volunteer to help in the following capacity (please tick the area(s) in which you are willing to help): 

 

 Backstage             Front of house        Another capacity (e.g. stage management, publicity, ticket sales, general organisation, 

programme design, costumes, props etc) - please give detail below about your skill: 

 

…………………………………………….........................................…………………………………………………………………........................................................ 

 

We cannot run the show without support of parent / guardian volunteers so thank you in advance for your help.   

 

 

Parent / guardian’s signature in agreement to all of the above ........................................................................................................ 

 

My child does / does not require an SLDS sweater for the show finale (delete as appropriate) 

Please note that all children performing in the show will need an SLDS sweater, so the only circumstance in which you would NOT 

need to order one now is if they already have one that will still fit them by the date of the show. 

 

Sweater size (please tick the appropriate box if applicable): 

 

  child 5-6 yrs            child 7-8 yrs           child 9-11 yrs            child 12-13 yrs         adult S          adult M        adult L    

  

I enclose / have made BACS payment of £20.00 (child sizes) / £27.00 (adult sizes) for their sweater (delete as appropriate if 

applicable) - this payment can be combined with the £160.00 entry for show payment or paid separately. 


