
1 

 

 LOWER SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  

13TH OCTOBER 2016 

 

 

Dear Parent / Guardian or Student, 

 

We hope you have had a good start to this academic year.  Wonderful news that Miss Tracy had a baby girl called Emilia Elizabeth, 

weighing 8lb, 5oz, on 25th September.  If you would like to send a message / card to Miss Tracy then please post through the office door 

and we will send on to her home address. 

 

In other, less fortunate news; you are probably aware that we have recently had a major issue with the roof at the dance studios 

(namely, it being utterly destroyed by lead thieves) so please bear with us (and pray for no rain) whilst repair works are taking place.   

 

Thank you for taking the time to read the relevant sections below regarding your / your child's dance classes for this and next term.  

Please pay particular attention to the information about the new timetable for January 2017 . . . 

 

TIMETABLE FOR NEXT TERM (JANUARY 2017) AND NOTICE OF LEAVING THE SCHOOL / 

REQUEST TO CHANGE ANY CLASSES NEXT TERM 

 

Please find attached the timetable for classes from January 2017;  

 

The majority of both our Saturday and weekday lesson times have been amended, and as you can imagine, with around 750 students 

all doing different combinations of classes, it is extremely complex to fit them all into one week and therefore we hope this version 

works for you and your family. We are also hoping that this new Saturday timetable will help with the congestion in the corridor on a 

Saturday morning, which I am sure parents attending at this time will appreciate! 

 

 We sincerely hope that it will not be necessary to make changes to this timetable and therefore, that this is the final version.  However, 

if we are notified that a number of students have clashes between lessons, it may be necessary to release a second amended version 

after half term. We are not, however, in a position to be able to adjust the timetable if you find you / your child are unable to attend 

lessons next term due to clashes with other commitments. 

 

After reading the relevant section(s) below about the timetable and referring to ‘Progression Through Levels at SLDS’ (attached), if you 

need further advice about your / your child's classes for next term, then please email  me at: 

jen@southlondondancestudios.co.uk for lower school and adult queries 

Unfortunately, we are not able to deal with enquiries about the new timetable solely by telephone as we believe it is important to have a 

communication trail.   

 

As the feedback day this term is after the date for giving notice of leaving, we recognise that some parents / guardians may wish to 

discuss in person possible classes for the next term in order to decide whether or not they wish their child to continue classes in the 

spring term.  Therefore, we are providing an extra date for communication which is specifically for parents who are considering leaving 

the school but want to speak to me first in order to be able to make a final decision.  I will be available in person in the office or by 

telephone on Wednesday 19th October 4-6pm.  Please call or drop in during this session should you require information before the 

deadline for giving notice of leaving the school at the end of this term, or changing classes next term.  However, please note: I will only 

be in a position to give general advice regarding classes your child could progress into the following term. I would not be able to provide 

specific feedback relating to your child's progress / development, or comment on whether or not your child will move up the next term 

(except in the case of children who are taking examinations) as our teachers are still finalising their decisions; as such, I will only be 

able to let you know what the next level of class for your child would be based on looking at the timetable. 
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INFORMATION ABOUT WEEKDAY CLASSES FOR LOWER SCHOOL STUDENTS 

 

You will notice that some of our weekday lower school children's classes have been changed so that children progress through the 

levels as follows: 

* Melody Movement, then Nursery 1 dance, then Nursery 2 dance on a Wednesday 

* Preparatory dance & tap on a Tuesday 

* Pre-Primary 1 ballet & tap (I) on a Monday  

And after this, children who wish to learn all three genres (ballet, tap and modern) will need to attend twice a week - initially Monday for 

tap & modern and Wednesday for ballet. Or there is the option of continuing to attend classes only once a week and therefore choosing 

between just ballet, or just tap & modern. 

 

As we intend to move up a lot of children to the next level next term, it is important that you understand what the next level for your child 

will be (refer to attached 'Progression Through Levels at SLDS') and you check the attached timetable to make sure that you are able to 

attend the classes at both the current and at the next level.  This is because your first personal notification of your child's class for the 

next class will be on your invoice, and at that point it is usually too late to move classes or to give notice of leaving the school.   

Please note; even if your child was moved up to the next level at the start of the current term, if they have progressed well so far this 

term then they may be moved up again for next term.  Children can remain in a lower school level from one to four terms.   

 

If your child will not able to attend his / her classes next term at the current or at the next level for any reason (i.e. due to our timetable 

changes or any personal circumstance) then notice of leaving must be given to us by email or in writing on or before Saturday 22nd 

October, otherwise fees would be payable in accordance with our school Terms and Conditions *.  Wherever possible we will make 

every effort to find a solution and accommodate your needs as we hope all of our students will want to continue learning dance with us 

next term and in future.   

 

INFORMATION ABOUT SATURDAY CLASSES FOR LOWER SCHOOL STUDENTS 

 

The entire Saturday timetable has been changed due to the need to provide more classes to prepare children for their first 

examinations.  This will open up more space for our lower school students and due to this we intend to move up a large number of our 

Saturday children to the next level next term.  Please note; even if your child was moved up to the next level at the start of the current 

term, if they have progressed well so far this term then they may be moved up again for next term.  Children can remain in a lower 

school level from one to four terms.   

 

Therefore, it is very important that you understand what the next level for your child will be (refer to attached 'Progression Through 

Levels at SLDS') and that you check the attached timetable to make sure that you are able to attend ALL of the Saturday classes that 

we offer at the next level as well as at the current  level. Your first personal notification of your child's class for the next class will be on 

your invoice, and at that point it is usually too late to move classes or to give notice of leaving the school. 

 

For example; if your child is currently in Nursery 2 then you need to check ALL of the Preparatory dance & tap classes that we offer on 

a Saturday to make sure you could attend each of them.  If your child would not be able to attend each of the classes, then we need to 

be informed as soon as possible so that we can try to accommodate your request for a specific class at the next level.   

 

If your child is NOT moving up next term, we will contact you soon after half term to discuss which class you would like to attend next 

term at the current level. This is necessary because many of the current class times will no longer exist so we will need to know your 

time preference which we will do our best to accommodate. 

 

We have designed the new timetable so that when your child moves up from Preparatory dance & tap into Pre-Primary (I) classes (i.e. 

when girls start ‘wearing the purple uniform’), they will enter either the (a) group of classes, or the (b) group of classes.  The (a) classes 
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are highlighted on the timetable in yellow (first level i.e. (Ia) set), blue (second level i.e. (IIa) set), and grey (third level (IIIa) set).  The (b) 

classes are highlighted on the timetable in green (first level i.e. (Ib) set), pink (second level i.e. (IIb) set), and red (third level (IIIb) set).   

 

Once your child is allocated into the (a) system of classes, they will remain in (a) until they have completed their first examination 

(Primary modern) which is when they are in (IIIa).  Likewise, once your child is allocated into the (b) system of classes, they will remain 

in (b) until they have completed their first examination (Primary modern) which is when they are in (IIIb).   

 

It is usual for children to spend two terms in each level of Pre-Primary, meaning it will be two years until they take their Primary modern 

examination (but this time frame is variable due to age and ability). 

 

If your child is already within these levels of Pre-Primary, or currently in Preparatory dance & tap, and you have a strong preference for 

either the (a) classes or the (b) classes then you must email me to make your request on or before Saturday 22nd October.  We cannot 

guarantee to accommodate your request but will do our best.  If we do not hear from you then your child will be allocated to either the 

(a) or (b) classes depending on space available. 

  

If your child will not able to attend his / her classes next term for any reason (i.e. due to our timetable changes or any personal 

circumstance) then notice of leaving must be given to us by email or in writing on or before Saturday 22nd October, otherwise the full 

fees for next term would be payable in accordance with our school Terms and Conditions *.  Wherever possible we will make every 

effort to find a solution and accommodate your needs as we hope all of our students will want to continue learning dance with us next 

term and in future.   

 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU FIND YOU / YOUR CHILD WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ATTEND THE NEW CLASS TIME(S) NEXT TERM 

 

• If you find that classes at the current  level for you / your child will become unsuitable due to our timetable changes (or any 

personal circumstance), you must notify us by email on or before Saturday 22nd October in accordance with our school Terms 

and Conditions *, that in January you / your child will need to change classes or that you / your child will leave the school at the 

end of this term.  

 

• Likewise, if you find that the next level of classes for you / your child will be unsuitable due to our timetable changes (or any 

personal circumstance), you must notify us by email on or before Saturday 22nd October in accordance with our school Terms 

and Conditions *, that you will need to change classes if you are / your child is asked to move up on their invoice.  If you do 

notice a potential issue with the next level of class day / time, and it is reported to the school office well in advance, we will 

make every effort to find a solution.  We always try our best to accommodate your needs as we hope all of our students will 

want to continue learning dance with us next year and in future.  If, however, the office is not informed of an issue with the next 

level class, you / your child will automatically be moved up to a class with space, you will be informed via your invoice (at 

which point it is usually too late to make any changes) and the relevant fees for next term will be due. 

 

• If you find any other issues with the scheduling of your / your child's class(es) for January at the current or next level, you 

should notify us immediately. 

 

• You should never assume that we have received your email; it is your responsibility to ensure you receive response from us. 

 

* Terms and Conditions relating to invoicing and giving notice of leaving / changing classes 

11. If you intend to withdraw yourself or your child from SLDS or change any class(es) that you or your child undertakes, a 

minimum of half a term’s notice (with the notice being received in writing (letter or email to 

jen@southlondondancestudios.co.uk is acceptable) on or before the last day of the first half of the term) and the withdrawal 

or change will take effect from the beginning of the next term.  

12. Withdrawal from or changes to classes you are / your child is signed up for may only take effect at the start of each term.  

Please note that where a parent / student gives notice of their intention to withdraw from or change classes at any time after 
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the last day of the first half of the term in any given term, that notice will only take effect from the start of the second term 

following that notice and you will be invoiced and liable to pay for the relevant classes for the full duration of the first term 

following the notice. For children in Melody Movement, Nursery and Preparatory dance and tap classes, you will be liable to 

pay a £30 fee to contribute towards the administration involved in filling your child's space at a later stage. 

13. For the avoidance of doubt: there is no right to withdraw or change classes midway through a term – if you give notice of 

your intention to withdraw or change class bookings during the half term break, during the second half of any term or at the 

end of term or during the holidays, this notice will not take effect until one full term later. 

14. If you wish to make a request in advance for preferred class(es) (at the existing or at the next level) for the next term, a 

minimum of half a term’s notice (with the request being received in writing (letter or email to 

jen@southlondondancestudio.co.uk is acceptable) on or before the last day of the first half of the term) and we will 

accommodate the request as soon as possible.  

 

 

REQUESTS ALREADY SENT TO US TO CHANGE CLASSES NEXT TERM 

 

If you have already made a request regarding classes next term, please email me immediately if you no longer want us to try to 

accommodate your request, otherwise we will do our best to accommodate your request.  Note that it is very likely that once we have 

accommodated your request, it would not be possible to move you / your child back to the original class(es).  Also, if you notice that the 

changes to the timetable for January have affected a request you have already made, please contact me at the earliest opportunity 

possible, and before Saturday 22nd October, so that we can try to find a solution. 

 

 

ACTING CLASSES 

 

STARTING ACTING CLASSES IN JANUARY 2017 – open to children age 4 to 16 years 

 

If your child would like to start our acting classes in January (and therefore have the opportunity to be considered to audition for a 

performing arts agency in future), we need to be notified on or before Saturday 22nd October.  Please contact 

jen@southlondondancestudios.co.uk.  If we get enough interest, we may need to consider adding a third acting class and then splitting 

all of our acting students across the three classes instead of the current two classes.   

 

ACTING CLASS DATES FOR SPRING TERM 2017 

 

Sunday 22nd January 

Sunday 5th February 

Sunday 26th February 

Sunday 5th March 

Sunday 19th March 

Sunday 2nd April  

 

 

AUTUMN TERM FEEDBACK DAY Sunday 11th December  

  

Teacher’s availability is below; if you do not know who your child’s teacher is then please ask them / the teaching assistant when you 

collect your child rather than emailing the office.  The sheet on which to sign up to see a teacher will be placed on the notice board in 

the waiting room two weeks prior to feedback day i.e. it will be put up on Saturday 26th November (PM).   

 

Miss Vikki - 12.00-1.30pm 

Miss Jemima – 12.00-1.30pm  
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Miss Sammi – 12.00-1.30pm  

Miss Emma – 12.00-1.30pm  

Miss Caroline (tap only) – 12.00-1.00pm  

Miss Sarah – 12.00-1.00pm  

Miss Charlotte – 12.00-1.00pm  

Miss Chloe – 12.00-1.00pm  

Miss Carla – 12.00-1.00pm 

Miss Dom – 12.00-1.00pm  

Miss Pippa – contact jen@southlondondancestudios.co.uk on or before Friday 18th November to arrange a telephone call conversation 

on Sunday 27th November 

Miss Zoe – contact jen@southlondondancestudios.co.uk on or before Friday 18th November to arrange an appointment 

 

• As feedback places are limited and booked on a first come first served basis, if it is very important to you that you obtain a 

feedback slot, you should ensure that you visit the studios as soon as the sheet is put up in order to sign up as we cannot 

accept bookings for the ‘in person’ feedback sessions via email or telephone.  We cannot be held responsible when parents / 

guardians leave until well after the sheet has been put up and then find it is full. So it may mean that you need to come to the 

studios in order to sign up on a day you do not normally come to classes. 

• Once all of the feedback slots are taken, we will not be in a position to supply any additional slots. We are also unable to assist 

with any feedback request after feedback day, nor provide feedback from the teachers in attendance on feedback day at any 

other time. However, rest assured that if there were any issue regarding your child that their teacher felt they needed to 

discuss with you, we would get in touch. 

• If you require feedback from any teacher who is not  offering a feedback session this term, then you should contact the 

relevant administrator by email on or before Friday 18th November to enable us to try to assist with your request.  However, 

please note that we do not provide feedback sessions with our National and commercial / street teachers but should you have 

any concerns about these genres, please book a slot with Miss Zoe then email Jen to let her know what you wish to discuss so 

that Miss Zoe can obtain information from the relevant teacher before your meeting. 

• You need to know the name(s) of your child's teacher(s) and sign under YOUR CHILD’S name (not your name).  Slots are 

limited to ONE slot / phone conversation per child, so you will need to choose which teacher you most wish to see if your child 

has more than one teacher; this includes telephone bookings. 

• If any slots are booked and parents / guardians do not attend and do not have a good reason for this, in consideration of other 

parents / guardians who require feedback slots, those parents / guardians will not be offered the opportunity to attend 

feedback days in future. Additionally, feedback day is not available to those children who will not be attending the school next 

term. 

• Parents / guardians who booked a slot and did not attend feedback day last term (Sunday 26th June & Sunday 10th July 2016) 

and did not contact us to let us know should NOT sign up for this feedback day - if they wish to obtain feedback they should 

email jen@southlondondancestudios.co.uk to discuss the situation. 

• Fees can be posted through the office letterbox on feedback day. 

• Please consider that teachers kindly give up their time once a term to provide this service for parents / guardians. This facility 

is not covered by the fees for classes and administration so it is not a 'deserved right' of parents / guardians to be able to 

obtain a feedback slot. We hope you support and appreciate this exceptional service which sets SLDS apart from the majority 

of other dance schools. 

 

 

SLDS SWEATER ORDER by Monday 17th October 

 

SLDS sweaters may be worn for warm-ups in all classes.  The extended deadline for ordering your child’s SLDS sweater has now 

passed.  However, we understand that some parents were not able to find the order form on our website and therefore, we are 

extending the deadline again to ensure that everyone who would like a sweater has the chance to order using this link: 
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http://southlondondancestudios.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/SLDS-SWEATER-ORDER-FORM-201617.pdf 

 

Please drop completed forms in an envelope marked ‘Sweater Order’, through the office letterbox with payment (exact cash only please 

as we cannot give change).  Orders must be placed before the new deadline of Monday 17th October.   

 

For those of you who have already ordered your sweaters (either with your show entry payment or separately), please accept our 

apology for the delay in them arriving.  We intend to place the order next week and then to be able to give them out soon after the half 

term break. 

 

All children participating in the show next year will need a sweater for the finale; if you have already placed a sweater order as part of 

the show entry then we already have your order, but if you have not, and require one then you must order by Monday 17th October. 

 

 

NEW BEGINNERS ADULT BALLET AND TAP CLASSES STARTING IN JANUARY  

 

We plan to start new beginner’s adult ballet and tap classes in January 2017.  We only start new beginner’s classes approximately 

every three years, so if you’re interested, email jen@southlondondancestudios.co.uk asap to get more information / book your place.   If 

you have already contacted Jen to express your interest, then you do not need to do so again and we look forward to welcoming you 

into your new class in January for getting fit in the New Year! 

 

Class day and times are as follows: 

Adult tap (I) – Tuesday 8.30-9.30pm 

Adult ballet tone (I) – Wednesday 8.45-9.45pm 

 

The main aspects of our adult classes are doing some exercise whilst having fun and meeting new people.  In our beginners tap 

classes, basic tap technique and steps are taught and put together in sequences to various different types of music. Rhythm and 

coordination improve as well as physical stamina and control. If you are interested, please contact before the end of this term.  In our 

beginners ballet classes, posture, strength and flexibility are improved through learning ballet basics.  Body conditioning exercises and 

technical ballet movements are taught, and balance, control and coordination are developed. 

 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM SALE Saturday 19th November 10.00am-2.00pm  

 

Thank you very much to everyone who organised and supported the September second hand uniform sale by donating, buying or 

selling; we are very pleased to let you know that the fantastic amount of £313.50 was raised for the Charlotte Leatherbarrow 

Foundation.  The Foundation helps talented 8-16 year olds who don't have the means to realise their potential in the performing arts. 

Charlotte was a much loved, talented student at SLDS. For further information on the charity please visit their website 

www.charlottefoundation.org 

 

The next sale will be on Saturday 19th November 10.00am-2.00pm in the waiting room.  If you wish to sell items, please refer to this link: 

http://southlondondancestudios.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/SLDS-second-hand-uniform-sale-document1.pdf 

Items that are placed in a bag labelled for the school uniform sale (with selling tickets attached if you wish to take some of the profit) 

can be dropped off in the boys changing room any time.  100% of the profit from any donated items will be given to the Charlotte 

Leatherbarrow Foundation, or alternatively you can choose to split the profit 50/50 between yourself and the charity.  Please email 

sldsuniformsale@yahoo.com if you have any queries. 
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We hope many parents / guardians will attend on Saturday 19th November to purchase what they need for their child’s classes in 

January.  Do bear in mind that a lot of children will move up to the next level in January so it’s worth considering using this sale to stock 

up on what you might need for the next level. 

 

Please note; if you have any old satin ballet shoes (pink or white) that you no longer require, then please donate these – although they 

may not be usable for examination purposes, it is possible that we will be able to use them in the forthcoming show. 

 

 

REMINDERS FOR WHEN YOU ARE AT THE STUDIOS 

 

CHANGING YOUR CHILD WHEN AT THE STUDIOS 

 

Please do not change your child or put on their shoes anywhere other than the designated changing rooms even if you are late.  It is 

extremely dangerous for your own child and others. This includes the downstairs disabled toilet as teachers constantly need access to 

the props and boiler cupboard for heating control which is inside.  Please also do not use the front reception area in which to change 

your child. On a Saturday, if you bring your child already in his / her dance uniform then it is acceptable to remove coat & outdoor shoes 

and slip ballet shoes on when they are lining up for their class as long as they stay close to the corridor walls so that they are safe from 

people passing by.  This may save the need for some parents and children to use the changing room upstairs and thus ease people 

flow around the building. 

 

LOST PROPERTY BEING CLEANED OUT IN HALF TERM 

 

The uniform and non-uniform lost property buckets will be emptied (for charity shop / CLF uniform sales) over half term.  So, if you think 

you may have lost anything at the studios, please ensure you collect it before we break up for half term. 

 

 

UNIFORM AND GROOMING REMINDERS 

 

• Please make sure ALL clothing items and shoes are named! 

• Please, no pants underneath any leotard, biketard or catsuit – they look unsightly and spoil the line of the body.  This includes 

the pink ballet dress as when girls hold their skirt, it’s not pleasant to see their pants showing around the sides of their dress! 

• Girls should wear pink ballet tights, not any other pink tights; and they should not wear socks and tights together!  If your child 

does modern as part of her session with us then she should NOT wear tights as she will need to have bare feet for modern, so 

socks only please. 

• It is very important to ensure your child has not got on body lotion or hair oil for any classes as it gets onto the floor and makes 

it slippery and dangerous. 

• If your daughter is wearing the lavender leotard, make sure the label is on her left when she puts it on (i.e. the front ‘scoop’ is 

higher than the back which is the opposite way round to a normal vest). Also, ensure you buy Roch Valley, not Katz. 

• Hair - we are having problems in some classes with children’s hair styles ‘falling out’ during the class.  As you can imagine, 

this badly affects the child’s concentration.  Please make sure long hair is neatly and tightly tied back and long fringes are 

pinned back with kirby grips as hair in eye makes it impossible for the child to use correct eye focus.   

• A classical ballet bun is compulsory for all girls with long enough hair in Pre-Primary ballet and grades above. If you are 

unsure how to do a bun, please ask another parent or if necessary, ask your child's teacher as they may be able to do a 

demonstration. 

 

SLDS APRIL 2017 SHOW TICKET SALES  
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Even if your child is not performing in our show next year, please put Saturday 8th April in your diary, so you can come to watch and 

support the school.  Performances will be at 2.30pm and 7pm at Langley Park Boys School in Beckenham.  Act I will be a new ballet for 

children based on Neil Gaiman's novel, 'Coraline', and Act II is called 'Inside Out', and follows the themes and ideas of the Disney film 

of the same name.  

 

Tickets will be on sale from January from the school office (dates of sale TBC), and they will be priced at £16 per adult (no concessions) 

and £12 per child (no children under 3’s will be permitted to watch).  We hope you will come to watch to support the dancers and the 

school. 

 

DANCE PARTIES 

 

Some of our teachers are available for fun children's dance parties on Sunday's during term time and on Saturday's & Sunday's during 

holiday periods.  If you are interested and require more information, please email jen@southlondondancestudios.co.uk 

 

 

SLDS FACEBOOK PAGE https://www.facebook.com/Southlondondancestudios/  

 

We would like to encourage parents and students (with parental permission where necessary) to like and post on the page.  Excitement 

about the forthcoming show, examination nerves, festival successes, auditions, and simply having had a great class are some areas of 

the school you might want to write about.  We ask that you please keep this a positive environment because children will be using it, 

and if you have any issues to discuss, you contact the relevant administrator directly.  We will also use the page to update you with any 

important dates or exciting news, so please do check this throughout the term. 

 

Best wishes for a happy remainder of autumn term!  

Jennifer Watson  

Lower School and Adult Students Administrator. jen@southlondondancestudios.co.uk. 0207 978 8624.southlondondancestudios.co.uk 


