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SUMMER TERM NEWSLETTER – 14th June 2018 

UPPER SCHOOL 
 

Dear Parent or Guardian,  

 

I hope you are having a very happy summer term.  As usual we are very busy in the office!  Currently we are preparing for the end 

of this term and creating the invoices for next term.  We are very happy to announce a new member of our office team – Verena 

Leonardini has recently taken over from Jen as Lower School and Adult Students’ Administrator.  We wish her the best of luck in her 

new position. 

 

Please read below with regard to the remainder of this term and classes next term . . . . 

 

 

Presentation of Class Work – Sunday 17th February 2019 
 

You were sent information about our forthcoming Presentation of Class Work on 25th April.  At SLDS, we present a performance 

every 2-3 years alternating between a full-scale show and a Presentation of Class Work.  This will be your child’s next opportunity to 

perform a dance that they have learnt in class on stage at the Langley Park Centre for Performing Arts in Beckenham. 

 

Unfortunately, we currently do not have enough students taking part in this amazing event, so it may not be able to go ahead. 

 

The cost to participate is £85 and this includes the day in the theatre and rehearsals on Sunday 27th January, Sunday 3rd February 

& Sunday 10th February. 

 

All children who have reached examination standard by this December will be eligible to take part i.e. 

- children in Saturday Primary Modern (III), or weekday Primary modern and who are taking their examination in December, 

and all modern levels upwards 

- children in Saturday Pre-Primary 2 ballet (II) or weekday Pre-Primary 2 ballet, and all ballet levels upwards 

- children in Saturday or weekday Primary tap, and all tap levels upwards 

- children in all National, Commercial / street and Contemporary classes 

 

We very much hope many more of your children will want to take part as it will be an enjoyable and rewarding event.  If your child 

has GCSE (mock) examinations for which they will be revising over this period but would like to participate, then please contact me 

as it might be possible to organise a reduced rehearsal commitment in some cases. 

 

For more information or an application form to take part, email sldspresentation2019@gmail.com. All forms and payment must be 

received by the end of this term. 
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Invoices for classes next term (autumn term 2018) 
 

For next term, the timetable will remain the same as the current term with the exception of another new adult beginners tap class 

which will be on Thursday evening 8:45-9:45pm. 

 

Your invoice for classes in autumn term 2018 will be emailed to you by Thursday 28th June to the email address that you have 

provided for us, the deadline to pay will be the last day of this term; Saturday 14th July.  Once you have received your invoice, it is 

usually not possible to change classes so please get in touch now if you have any queries. 

 

If you do not receive your invoice by one week before the end of term, you should contact me by email straight away so that it can 

be resent and so that you can meet the end of term payment deadline. It is the full responsibility of the parent / student to ensure 

they have received and paid their invoice before the end of each term for classes the subsequent term and if payment is not made 

by the deadline, late payment fees will apply as per clause 10 of SLDS Terms and Conditions. 

 

Also, I’d like to remind you that the last change in class fees was two years ago, so we now have to apply our bi-annual increase to 

fees for classes from September, but keeping to a maximum increase of 5% per term of classes. Please refer to our 1st June 

newsletter for full fees list for 2018-20. 

 

 

Acting classes next term 
 

We have a few spaces remaining in our acting classes next term.  Our fortnightly acting classes focus on the requirements for 

children wanting to audition for and work in TV, film and theatre.  Key skills are taught in a fun and confidence building environment 

including: listening and reacting to others (the main skill in acting!), improvisation, becoming a character, text work (monologues, 

duologues and group pieces), voice production and accent training.   

 

Children who attend our acting classes can sometimes be invited by the Principal to audition for West End shows as well as for 

representation by one of the top London children's performing arts agencies. As most auditions require acting skills, we only 

consider putting forward to audition our students who attend our fortnightly acting classes.  Children who are accepted into the 

agency will have the opportunity to audition for professional acting (including theatre, TV and film), singing, dancing and musical 

theatre work (including West End work).  So, if your child is keen to be considered for the agency audition, he / she will need to be a 

part of our acting classes.  

 

The cost for the 6 acting classes next term will be: 

Acting (I) for children age 4-7 years £59.00 
Acting (II) for children age 8-9 years £74.00 

Acting (III) for children age 10 years plus £88.00 

 

The provisional dates of the acting classes next term (which avoid the main examination practise dates) are Sunday 

16th September, 23rd September, 4th November (note this is the end of SLDS’ half term), 18th November, 25th November and 

9th December. 

 

Contact me asap if you’d like further information or to enrol your child for these classes next term. 
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Dance Parties  
 

Some of our teachers are available for fun children's dance parties on Sunday's during term time and on Saturday's & Sunday's 

during holiday periods.  Our qualified and experienced teachers can use music of your choice or make suggestions suitable for the 

age of your child.   You can choose a theme, genre of dance or style to suit your child’s preference.  If you are interested and 

require more information, please email me. 
 

 

Reminder - Feedback Day 

 

Please see below for feedback opportunities this term: 

 

SUNDAY 1ST JULY  

Miss Chloe – Sunday 1st July 9.30-11am 

Miss Jemima – Sunday 1st July 10 – 12pm 

Miss Emma – Sunday 1st July 1.15- 2.15pm 

Miss Zoe – Sunday 1st July 2.30-3.30pm (if you wish to meet Miss Zoe but she does not teach your child then please email me at 

least 3 days beforehand so that I can let her know the nature of your enquiry) 

 

OTHER DATES 

Mr Donald – Monday 2nd July 5.30-6.30pm 

Miss Taylor - Wednesday 4th July 6.30-7.30pm 

Miss Katie – Thursday 5th July 6.00-7.00pm 

 

The sheet on which to sign up to see a teacher will be placed on the notice board in the waiting room on Monday 18th June.   

 

 PLEASE PUT THE NAME OF YOUR CHILD (NOT YOUR NAME) AND PLEASE ONLY SIGN UP FOR ONE SLOT PER 

CHILD EVEN IF YOUR CHILD HAS MORE THAN ONE TEACHER. 

 Please make sure you make a note of the slot for which you have signed up and remember to attend otherwise it’s a waste 

of teachers’ time and may mean another parent needlessly misses out. 

 Feedback day slots are not available to those children who will not be attending the school next term except in exceptional 

circumstances.  Please contact me if you are leaving the school but wish to ask for feedback. 

 As feedback places are limited and booked on a first come first served basis, if it is very important to you that you obtain a 

feedback slot, you should ensure that you visit the studios as soon as the signup sheet is put up in order to sign up as we 

cannot accept bookings for the ‘in person’ feedback sessions via email or telephone. This may mean that you need to 

come to the studios in order to sign up on a day you do not normally come to classes. 

 Once all of the feedback slots are taken, we will not be in a position to supply any additional slots. We are also unable to 

assist with any feedback request after feedback day, nor provide feedback from the teachers in attendance on feedback 

day at any other time. However, rest assured that if there were any issue regarding your child that their teacher felt they 

needed to discuss with you, we would get in touch. 

 If you require feedback from any teacher who is not offering a feedback session this term, then you should contact the 

relevant upper or lower school administrator by email before Monday 25th June to enable the office to assist with your 

request.  However, please note that we do not provide feedback sessions with our National, Gymnastics and commercial / 

street teachers. 

 To sign up, you will need to know the name(s) of your child's teacher(s); if you do not know the name of your child’s 

teacher then please refer to the list next to the sign-up sheet in the waiting room rather than emailing the office. Please 

remember that you may only sign up to see one of your child’s teachers each term. 
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 If any slots are booked and parents / guardians do not attend and do not have a good reason for this, in consideration of 

other parents / guardians who require feedback slots, those parents / guardians will not be offered the opportunity to attend 

feedback days in future.  Parents / guardians who booked a slot and did not attend feedback day last term (Sunday 18th 

March) and did not contact the office to let us know in advance, should NOT sign up for this feedback day - if they wish to 

obtain feedback they should email me to discuss the situation. 

 Please consider that teachers kindly give up their time once a term to provide this service for parents / guardians. This 

facility is not covered by the fees for classes and administration so it is not a 'deserved right' of parents / guardians to be 

able to obtain a feedback slot. We hope you support and appreciate this exceptional service which sets SLDS apart from 

the majority of other dance schools. 

 

 

Reminder – Lateness policy for children being considered for their 

examination  
 

If your child is late and is being consider for or preparing for an examination the teacher will allow them to join in whatever the stage of 

the class as long as they are able to properly warm themselves up in preparation to dance – so on arrival, no matter how late you are, 

please knock on the door in order to avoid missing more examination work.  

 

 

Reminder – Summer School – Monday 30th July to Friday 3rd August 
 

Disney Course for children 3-5 years 

Daily 10.00am-11.15am  

£50 for the week 

Due to the success of our Disney Workshop the last few years we are pleased to inform you that we will be having another one this 

year, with different songs and dances from popular Disney movies such as “Frozen”, “The Lion King”, “Tangled”, and more!! 

The sessions will start with a warm up for voice and body, then we will venture into a fun and fantastic world of storytelling, through 

song and dance. As we learn the songs and dances by some of their favourite characters the children will explore music and dance 

from the perspective of the performer.  

 

Musical Theatre Courses for children 5 years + (children will be split into age appropriate groups) 

Daily 11.30-4.00pm (including a lunch break in Brockwell Park, weather permitting)  

£150 for the week 

The younger group will learn songs, dances and acting extracts from musicals such as “Matilda”, “Billy Elliot” and “Bugsy Malone”. 

The older group will work on extracts from up to date musicals, “Newsies”, “The Young Frankenstein” and “The Greatest 

Showman”. Both groups will work together on the opening and closing numbers from “Hairspray” and “Seussical”.   

  

The afternoon of Friday 3rd August will be “Show Day” where we will invite parents/guardians, friends and family to come and watch 

an informal performance of some of the things the children have learnt during the week.   

  

Please contact: summerschoolslds@gmail.com asap for more information or to sign up.  Please do not contact the school office, 

thank you. 
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Reminder – auditioning for or taking classes with another dance 

organisation 
 

Please note the following from our school terms and conditions: 

Students at SLDS may not audition for nor attend another dance school (including CAT schemes and Associate classes) unless 

prior written permission has been granted by the Principal.   

 

The reason we have this rule in place is so that children have consistency in their dance training.  Also, so that potential timing 

clashes between classes can be discussed and understood in advance of acceptance onto any training scheme. 

 

If you wish to discuss this matter further, or in future you find that you would like your child to attend additional dance training 

outside SLDS, then please email me.  

 

 

Reminder – Grade 3 plus modern footwear option 
 

We have noticed that some children in modern lessons are struggling with sliding / turning movements due to having sticky feet. As 

a solution we are allowing children in Grade 3 modern and grades above the option of wearing ‘foot thongs’.  The style of foot thong 

we recommend is by Bloch foot thong 3 (code: S0675): 

 

http://uk.blochworld.com/product/S0675L 

or 

http://www.movedancewear.com/dance_shoes_contemporary_shoes-

bloch_foot_thong_3/2043/?sku=BL%20S0675LBSEM&gclid=Cj0KCQiA4bzSBRDOARIsAHJ1UO6j32mLxY-

I_LH3FGEknacvWDsFOYetdKr09mNZ3oQ6dzYgMYgslKUaAuu2EALw_wcB 

 

 

Reminder – term dates 
 

This term ends on Saturday 14th July. 

 

AFTER THE SUMMER BREAK - AUTUMN TERM 2018 DATES (12 weeks) 

Monday 10th September – Saturday 20th October 

Half term – Sunday 21st October to Saturday 3rd November inc (2 weeks) 

Monday 5th November – Saturday 15th December 

 

Thank you for reading.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me should you have any queries. 

 

With best wishes, 

Katie 

 


