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LOWER SCHOOL NEW TIMETABLE NEWSLETTER – 22nd May 2019 
 

 

Dear Parent or Guardian, 

 

We hope you have had a good start to the summer term.  This newsletter is packed with information including the timetable for September 

and the academic year 2019-2020, so please take the time to read all of the relevant sections for your child. 

 

Firstly, I’d like to remind you that there will be NO CLASSES taking place this weekend due to the bank holiday and then it will be half term 

for one week.  Classes will recommence on Saturday 1st June.  Please also be reminded that this date is the annual opportunity for parents 

/ friends to be invited to watch their child’s class if they are in a set of classes that starts from 12.30pm onwards (i.e. the magenta and light 

blue sets and all levels above). Please see below for more information about the opportunity to watch your child’s class(es). 

 

Next, we’d like to congratulate all of our Upper School students who performed their commercial / street dances, and some festival solos, at 

Dulwich Park Fair last weekend.  Miss Zoe and Miss Emma were very pleased with how you performed and the large crowd seemed to very 

much enjoy it - we hope you did too!  Well done everyone.   Thank you as well to all the parents who helped with the stalls at Dulwich Park 

and Goose Green Fair. Your support was hugely appreciated.  

 

Next, I am very excited to let you know that the letter with details about our summer 2020 show was sent out to everyone eligible to take 

part from sldsperformances@gmail.com on Friday 17th May.  All children who will be in Preparatory dance & tap and levels above in 

September 2019 are invited to take part. This will include most of our students who were born on or before 31st August 2016. The deadline 

to apply and pay is 30th June and any applications that we receive after this date will only be accepted if we have space for your child to 

perform.  We can’t wait to begin work on what promises to be another fantastic show and we hope as many of our students as possible will 

want to take part to have fun and gain valuable performance experience. If you have any questions then please email parent volunteer, Ros 

Walton, at sldsperformances@gmail.com asap. 

 

More great news is that one of our Grade 5 ballet students, Ruben Garcia, successfully auditioned for the London Children's Ballet, and will 

be performing in their production of 'Ballet Shoes' which is on a The Peacock Theatre from 4th to 7thJuly.  It promises to be a wonderful 

show, go to website to book tickets - https://www.sadlerswells.com/whats-on/2019/london-childrens-ballet-ballet-shoes/.  Also, we are very 

proud to announce that SLDS alumni Natasha Chu (who went on to train at Central School of Ballet) will be performing in Matthew Bourne's 

new production of Romeo and Juliet at Sadler’s Wells Theatre from Wednesday 21st to Saturday 31st August.  Hurry to get your tickets if 

you want to watch this fantastic new show - https://www.londontheatredirect.com/ballet/3867/matthew-bournes-romeo-and-juliet-

tickets.aspx.  We wish Tasha the best of luck for her opening night this week at the Alhambra Theatre, Bradford. 

 

New timetable commencing from September for academic year 2019-

2020 and date for giving notice of leaving / request to change classes  
 

Please find attached the NEW timetable for the next academic year i.e. commencing after the summer break.  The consequence of a large 

examination session (such as we will have this term) and our new system beginning (as was explained in our 29th November 2018 email) is 



2 
 

that many of our 600+ students will be moving up to the next level from September.  This includes lower school children who may have only 

been in their current level for 1 term and will move to the next level more quickly than usual to fit in with our new system i.e. so that all of the 

children will be at the right level when they reach the most appropriate age for their first dance examinations.   

 

Therefore, we have found it necessary to adjust the timetable to avoid clashes between lessons and to accommodate all of our students in 

suitable classes.  Consequently, you will notice a lot of changes to both the weekday and Saturday lesson days and times – please refer to 

section below ‘Notes about the new timetable’.   

 

As your child may be moved to the next level of classes next term (and this may be sooner than you were perhaps expecting), please bear 

this in mind when looking at the attached NEW Timetable for next term and attached 'Progression Through Levels' document. You will need 

to ensure that your child would be able to attend all of the classes at both their current and next level.   It is necessary to check that your 

child would be able to attend all of the classes being offered next term at both levels because your first notification of your child's class for 

the next term will be on your invoice, and at that point it is usually too late to move classes and the deadline to give notice of leaving the 

school will have passed.   

 

If you find your child will not be able to attend the classes at the current and next level next term and therefore you wish to leave the school 

then notice of leaving must be given to us by email on or before Saturday 1st June to avoid incurring any fee for next term as per our school 

Terms and Conditions *. Likewise, if after looking at the timetable, you find you need to request a particular class day / time for your child, 

then please ensure you contact me with your request by this Saturday 1st June.  I will make every effort to find a solution and accommodate 

your needs as we hope all of our students will want to continue learning dance with us next term and in future.   

  

Please do not assume that we have received your email; it is your responsibility to ensure you receive a response from us before the 

deadline for notice of leaving. 

 

* TERMS AND CONDITIONS RELATING TO INVOICING AND GIVING NOTICE OF LEAVING / CHANGING CLASSES 

 

11. If you intend to withdraw yourself or your child from SLDS or change any class(es) that you or your child undertakes, a minimum of half a term’s 

notice (with the notice being received in writing (letter or email to the relevant Administrator is acceptable) on or before the last day of the first half of 

the term) and the withdrawal or change will take effect from the beginning of the next term. 

 

For this term the deadline for giving notice will be extended to the END of half term break, Saturday 1st June, due to the first half of term 

being shorter than usual.     

 

12.  Withdrawal from or changes to classes you are / your child is signed up for may only take effect at the start of each term.  Please note that 

where a parent / student gives notice of their intention to withdraw from or change classes at any time after the last day of the first half of the term in 

any given term, that notice will only take effect from the start of the second term following that notice and you will be invoiced and liable to pay for 

the relevant classes for the full duration of the first term following the notice.  

 

13. For the avoidance of doubt: there is no right to withdraw or change classes midway through a term – if you give notice of your intention to 

withdraw or change class bookings during the half term break, during the second half of any term or at the end of term or during the holidays, this 

notice will not take effect until one full term later. 

 

14. If you wish to make a request in advance for preferred class(es) (at the existing or at the next level) for the next term, a minimum of half a term’s 

notice (with the request being received in writing (letter or email to the relevant Administrator is acceptable) on or before the last day of the first half 

of the term) and we will accommodate the request as soon as possible.  

 

Notes about the new timetable  

 

FOR PARENTS OF SATURDAY CHILDREN – please read the relevant section(s) below: 

 Parents of children who are currently in Melody Movement who are NOT moving up in September – we will have 3 classes on a 

Saturday next year but all of our existing students who are not moving up to Nursery 1 in September and therefore are remaining 
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in Melody Movement (i.e. all of the children who were born in summer term 2017 and some who were born in spring term 2017) 

will be placed in the 9.00am class.  The reason for this is that in summer term 2020, the 9.00am Melody Movement class will 

change into a Nursery dance class (and take place from 8.50-9.35am) and we anticipate that the older children in the Melody 

Movement year group will most likely be ready to move up to Nursery dance.  This plan will mean least disruption to the remaining 

two Melody Movement classes (9.40am and 10.40am) which will be mainly new children.  If   your child was born in spring or 

summer terms 2017 and you are not able to make the 9.00am class, then please let me know immediately.  When the teacher 

feels your child is ready to move up to Nursery dance, you will receive an email with further information about what the class 

involves.  You can also refer to our website - https://southlondondancestudios.co.uk/classes/nursery-dance-classes/ 

 

 Parents of children who are currently in Melody Movement who ARE moving up to Nursery dance in September – we will have 2 

Nursery dance classes on a Saturday next year (9.00am and 9.50am).  All of the children who were born in autumn term 2016 will 

be placed in the 9.50am Nursery dance class. This is because this group of children will be the oldest in their year group (and 

most will have been taking classes with us for the longest time) and so in summer term 2020, the teachers will look to develop the 

level of this class to Nursery 2 dance. If your child was born in autumn term 2016 and you are not able to make the 9.50am class, 

then please let me know immediately. 

 

 Parents of children who are currently in Nursery 1 & 2 dance – most of our Nursery children will be moving up to Preparatory 

dance & tap in September. If you have a preferred class time from the 3 options on the timetable (9.05am / 10.10am / 10.15am) 

then please email me before 1st June. 

 

 Parents of children who are currently in Preparatory dance & tap – most of our Prep children (and some of the older Nursery 2 

dance children who joined the school this term) will be moving up to Pre-Primary 1 ballet (I), Primary modern (I) and Pre-Primary 

tap (I) class combination on a Monday 4.00-5.30pm.  If anyone wishes to move from a Saturday to this weekday class to help 

ease pressure on the Saturday classes then it would be much appreciated - please email me before 1st June.  Also, it is likely your 

child would benefit from being in a smaller class if they are able to move to weekday.  

 
 Parents of children who are currently in Preparatory dance & tap – most of our Prep children (and some of the older Nursery 2 

dance children who joined the school this term) will be moving up to Pre-Primary 1 ballet (I), Primary modern (I) and Pre-Primary 

tap (I) class combination (the Saturday 11.20-12.50pm dark blue, yellow and green sets).  However, there is an option for this 

class combination on a Monday 4.00-5.30pm, which is likely to have a smaller class size which you may consider beneficial for 

your child.  If anyone wishes to move from a Saturday to this weekday class to help ease pressure on the Saturday classes then it 

would be much appreciated - please email me before 1st June.  

 

 Parents of children who are currently in Saturday Pre-Primary 1 ballet (I) (i.e. the 10.55am dark blue set, 11.30am yellow set and 

12.00pm green set) – in September, your child will move up to the magenta, light blue and red sets.  Your child will continue 

working towards his / her first dance examination (Primary modern) which most children will take in spring term 2020.  More 

information about this level and examinations will be sent to you in due course as well as a welcome message from my colleague, 

Helen Cheesman, who will become your point of contact since your child will be moving into our ‘Upper School’ from September. 

 

 Parents of children who are currently in Saturday Pre-Primary 1 ballet (II) (i.e. the 12.30pm magenta set, and 1.00pm light blue 

set) – in September, your child will move up to the 3.15-5.45pm grey or khaki set.  Your child will continue working towards his / 

her first dance examination (Primary modern) which most children will take in spring term 2020.  More information about this level 

and examinations will be sent to you in due course as well as a welcome message from my colleague, Helen Cheesman, who will 

become your point of contact since your child will be moving into our ‘Upper School’ from September.  Please also note that as 

part of our new system, we are discontinuing children taking the ISTD Pre-Primary ballet examination and therefore instead, your 

child will be starting to learn skills for the Primary ballet examination. 

 

 The 15 min supervised breaks taking place in the dance studios on a Saturday will be supervised by a teaching assistant.  Any 

other breaks will not be supervised and therefore children will need to be collected by their parents between classes. 
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FOR PARENTS OF WEEKDAY CHILDREN 

 

 Parents of children who are currently in Monday Pre-Primary 1 ballet (I), Primary modern (II) and Pre-Primary tap (II) - – in 

September, your child will move up to the next level which will be Monday 4.15-5.30pm Primary modern (III) and Pre-Primary tap 

(III) and Wednesday 4.15-5.00pm Pre-Primary 1 ballet (II).  As the class durations need to become longer due to the higher level, 

it becomes necessary to spread the three classes over two days; we find the children are too tired to manage all three classes on 

one evening. Therefore, you can choose for your child to attend both days (to learn all three genres), or attend just modern and 

tap on a Monday, or just ballet on a Wednesday. If you choose the Monday classes then your child will continue working towards 

his / her first dance examination (Primary modern) which most children will take in spring term 2020.  More information about this 

level and examinations will be sent to you in due course as well as a welcome message from my colleague, Helen Cheesman, 

who will become your point of contact since your child will be moving into our ‘Upper School’ from September.  Please let me 

know before 1st June which classes you’d like your child to attend next academic year. 

 

 

Invoices for classes next term 
 

Your invoice for classes in autumn term 2019 will be emailed to you by Tuesday 2nd July to the email address that you have provided for us. 

The date to pay will be the last day of this term; Monday 22nd July.   

 

If you do not receive your invoice by one week before the end of term, you should contact the office by email straight away so that it can be 

resent and so that you can meet the end of term payment deadline. It is the full responsibility of the parent / student to ensure they have 

received and paid their invoice before the end of each term for classes the subsequent term and if payment is not made by the deadline, 

late payment fees will apply as clause 10 of SLDS Terms and Conditions. 

 

Once you have received your invoice, it is usually not possible to change classes and for this reason, we ask parents to refer to the 

information within this letter and attached documents. 

 

 

Opportunity to watch your child’s classes this term 
 

Reminder that this week and Saturday 1st June and Monday 3rd June is the annual opportunity for parents / friends to watch classes. This 

invitation is for parents / friends of children in Pre-Primary 1 ballet (II), Pre-Primary tap (III) & Primary modern (II) (i.e. Saturday light blue 

and magenta sets) levels.  The teachers very much look forward to seeing you and we hope many parents / guardians can attend in order 

to see the progress their child has made. Unfortunately, if you are not able to watch during the dates offered, we are unable to offer an 

alternative date. 

 

Class observation week for Nursery, Preparatory, Pre-Primary 1 (I) (Saturday yellow, green and dark blue sets) and Junior Funky Moves 

classes only – will be Monday 1st July – Saturday 6th July.  I will send more information about this closer to the time but please be reminded 

that no children under the age of 4 (including babies) will be allowed into the studio. 

 

Regarding watching classes, please note: 

 We invite parents / guardians to view their child's class(es) once a year so that they can see how their child is progressing. 

 Please bear in mind that the open classes are not performances; we invite you to watch a normal class to observe development 

and progress. 

 Parents, guardians, grandparents, siblings, friends & nanny’s etc are welcome to attend but please be mindful that the children 

need some space in which to dance! 

 Please consider that some children in the class may be shy or nervous of dancing in front of an audience. 

 Due to above two points please try to bring a maximum of 3-4 audience members per child to watch. 
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 No children under the age of 4 will be allowed into the studio to watch and no exceptions will be made to this policy which is in the 

best interests of the children in the classes.  This includes tiny babies as it cannot be guaranteed that they will stay asleep for the duration 

of the class! 

 Please only bring other children with you to watch the class if they are capable of sitting still for the duration, without an electronic 

game, book, food etc, i.e. they would have to actually watch the class without distracting the children dancing! 

 You will be permitted to film the class and show it to siblings, friends and other family members who are not able / eligible to 

attend.  Photograph's may also be taken. 

 

Summer term feedback opportunities 
 

Please see below for this term’s opportunity to receive feedback from your child’s teacher: 

 

Miss Ellie – Monday 1st July - 4.30-6.30pm 

Mr Tony – Monday 1st July - 6.15-7.15pm 

Miss Pippa – Tuesday 2nd July - 4.30-5.30pm 

Miss Leah – Tuesday 2nd July - 6.00-7.00pm 

 

Sunday 14th July 

Miss Emma – 10.00–12.00pm (if you wish to meet Miss Emma as Acting Principal but she does not teach your child then please email me, at 

least 3 days before this date so that I can let her know the nature of your enquiry) 

Miss Chloe – 10.00-11.00am 

Miss Jennifer – 10.00-12.00pm 

Miss Natasha - 1.00-2.00pm  

Miss Neasa – 10.00-11.00am (this date is additional to the previous newsletter) 

Miss Grace – 11.00-12.00pm (this date is additional to the previous newsletter) 

 

The sheet to sign up to see your child’s teacher will be placed on the notice board in the waiting room on Monday 17th June.  When you 

come to sign up for feedback day, there will be a list of all classes including teacher’s names on the notice board in the waiting room.  

 

 

Acting class dates and class times for autumn term 2019 
 

Acting (I) – please be reminded that the class on 30th June (this term) will be at the earlier time of 2.45-3.45pm.  Thank you for your 

cooperation with this date. 

 

Autumn term 2019 acting class dates: 

Sunday 15th September 

Sunday 22nd September 

Sunday 29th September  

Sunday 10th November 

Sunday 17th November 

Sunday 24th Nov for (I) class / 1st Dec for (II) and (III) classes 

 

Class times for next year will be: 

Acting (I) – 3.30-4.30pm 

Acting (II) – 4.30-5.45pm 

Acting (III) – 5.45-7.15pm 
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We will have some spaces available next term in our Acting (I) class which is suitable for children aged 4 -7 years, and is taught by Lorraine 

Spenceley who has over 30 years’ teaching and directing experience.  The cost of the class for 6 x 60 min lessons is £59.00. In this class, 

key skills are taught in a fun and confidence building environment including: listening and reacting to others (the main skill in acting!), 

improvisation, becoming a character, voice techniques and short dialogue work.  Children embark on adventures to faraway lands with the 

teacher which encourages them to be creative and use their imagination.  This class also helps to develop student’s social interactions and 

emotional skills in a fun and explorative way.  Additionally, children can sometimes be invited by the Principal to audition for West End 

shows as well as for representation by one of the top London children's performing arts agencies.  

 

The corridor on a Saturday morning  
 

We are very aware that there are some points on a Saturday when the corridor is very crowded and we very much hope the new timetable 

for September will help improve the situation.  In the meantime, please try to have only one adult per child dropping off / collecting (except 

parents watching week of course) and then please try to exit the building as soon as possible, also please don't change your child in the 

corridor (inc shoes), instead use the changing rooms upstairs. Thank you very much for your cooperation. 

 

 

Lost Property 
 

The uniform and non-uniform lost property buckets in the waiting room will be emptied (for charity shop / second hand uniform sales) during 

the half term break. So, if you think you may have lost anything at the studios, please ensure you collect it before the end of term. 

 

Summer School – Monday 5th - Friday 9th August 
 

DISNEY COURSE FOR CHILDREN 3-5 YEARS 

Daily 10.00am-11.15am (£55 for the week) 

 

DANCE & MUSICAL THEATRE COURSES FOR CHILDREN 6 YEARS + (children will be split into age appropriate groups) 

Daily 11.30-4.00pm (£150 for the week) 

 

Please contact: summerschoolslds@gmail.com asap for more information or to sign up. Please do not contact the school office, thank you. 

 

Update to diary dates for summer term 2020  
 

Please see changes below in red for NEXT summer term (i.e. 2020) (not this term!) 

 

Saturday 18th April – Friday 22nd May  

Half term Saturday 23rd – Friday 29th May  

Saturday 30th May – Saturday 18th July  

PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO CLASSES TAKING PLACE ON SATURDAY 4TH JULY AS WE WILL HAVE SHOW REHEARSALS 

IN THE THEATRE 

 

Class observation week for children in Nursery only – w/c Saturday 11th July (parents / guardians of children in Preparatory, Pre-Primary 1 

(I) and Junior Funky Moves classes will NOT be invited to watch classes during this term as the children will have the opportunity to perform 

in the school show in July – please refer to our website for spring term 2020 watching week dates - 

https://southlondondancestudios.co.uk/general-information/term-dates/) 
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PLEASE NOTE THAT PARENTS WATCHING WEEK FOR PRE-PRIMARY 1 BALLET (II), PRE-PRIMARY TAP (III) AND PRIMARY 

MODERN (III) AND ABOVE WILL TAKE PLACE IN SPRING TERM EACH YEAR FROM NOW ONWARDS DUE TO THERE BEING A 

SHOW EVERY SUMMER TERM – refer to our website for spring term 2020 watching week dates - 

https://southlondondancestudios.co.uk/general-information/term-dates/  

 

Show rehearsals – Sunday 21st June, Sunday 28th June & Saturday 4th July 

Show performances at Bromley Churchill Theatre – Sunday 5th July (performance times 2pm and 6.30pm) 

 

 

Finally, we’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone who supported the recent second-hand uniform sale by donating, buying or selling. 

This sale raised a wonderful £326.00 for Demelza Hospice Care for children. Demelza help to make life better for babies, children and 

young people who have life-threatening or life limiting conditions. They also provide valuable support to their families.  The next uniform 

sale will be at the start of next term, date to be confirmed, so please keep hold of any items that are too small for your child until nearer the 

date.   

 

Thank you for reading.  We all wish you a lovely bank holiday weekend and half term break!  Please remember that classes recommence 

on Saturday 1st June. 

 

Best Wishes, 

Verena Leonardini 

Lower School Administrator - South London Dance School 
130 Herne Hill, London, SE24 9QL 
020 7978 8624 
www.southlondondanceschool.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


